New agreement for police surgeons and other local authority work
As the BMJ goes to press details are emerging of an agreement between the BMA and representatives of the local authorities. The agreement introduces-retrospectively from 1 July 1982-a new contract for police surgeons. There is to be an increase in the availability fee (retainer) paid to all police surgeons to offset, firstly, the expected loss in income from forthcoming changes in the breathalyser law, and, secondly, the fact that in future second and subsequent examinations conducted at one police station in the course of a single visit will be paid at a lower level than initial examinations.
Police surgeons already in post do, however, have the option of remaining on their old contract, which has been further revised with effect from July 1982, but which will thereafter remain frozen.
BMA In future, repayments from the family practitioner committee to cover interest charges will be based on the corporation's variable rate of interest, except in some circumstances where the fixed rate will still apply. Anyone who is already on a fixed rate or has signed their contract or lease will stay on a fixed rate.
Government wir not "close" health care professions
The government has decided not to introduce legislation on the use of professional titles in the professions supplementary to medicine and the speech therapy profession. A DHSS consultative document had suggested that there should be a general restriction on either the practice of, or the use of the title of, the profession to those who were qualified. The health care professions concerned are chiropodists, dietitians, medical laboratory scientific officers, occupational therapists, orthoptists, physiotherapists, radiographers, and remedial gymnasts. People who are not registered with the Council for the Professions Supplementary to Medicine are debarred from employment in the NHS but not elsewhere. Regulations prescribe conditions under which a speech therapist may be employed in the NHS. also available to members quoting the reference "Fees 71." Members are invited to enclose a stamped addressed envelope to expedite dispatch of the information.
Strike action
The provisional figure for the number of days lost in the first nine months of 1982 through industrial action in the United Kingdom was 3 130 000. The figures for previous years since 1975 are given below. Relations between private practice and the NHS-continued from page 239 their services. The occasional patient, seen in private, who cannot afford further private investigation or treatment, may be catered for through the normal NHS machinery.
Geographical whole time principle Private inpatient care is increasingly provided on non-NHS premises. This is almost certainly inevitable for political reasons and I have frequently urged my colleagues to make such provision while there is still time. Even so, I have always believed in the geographical whole time principle, which minimises the amount of professional time lost in car travel and, no less importantly, reduces the length of the professional day and the strain that it entails by concentrating all the consultant's work in one place. The fact that whenever an emergency arises, whether among NHS or private patients, consultant skills are immediately available is an enormous benefit to both groups of patients, and it is sad that the reason that this ideal arrangement cannot continue to exist is political prejudice. If some future government takes steps to eliminate all private work from NHS premises the sufferers will be the NHS patients. There are areas of the country where the provision of alternative premises for private work will always be financially impossible and specialties where the capital costs of equipment may only be justified by intensive use. Recruitment of first class consultant staff to such places and specialties will become more difficult, whatever financial inducement the NHS may be able to offer. It is probably too much to hope that, in the fullness of time, sufficient agreement on the place of private practice in the provision of health care might emerge to allow a common policy on the subject between all political parties. The provision of satisfactory health care for all is more important than political attitudes.
